Biography for Joanna Campbell Slan

Joanna Campbell Slan is the author of the Agatha-nominated Paper, Scissors, Death. Kirkus Reviews has called it a “well-turned cozy,” while Crimespree Magazine noted the book was “a wonderful read.” Reader to Reader Reviews says, “Joanna Campbell Slan proves herself to be a top-notch mystery author with this very entertaining and intriguing debut.” The second book in the series—Cut, Crop & Die—will be released June 2009.

Slan is also the author of eleven non-fiction books. Her college textbook, Using Stories and Humor: Grab Your Audience (Allyn & Bacon), has been praised by Israel’s Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu’s speechwriter. Five of her personal essays have appeared in Chicken Soup for the Soul books. Her seminal book on the art of scrapbooking, Scrapbook Storytelling, has sold more than 95,000 copies. 
A cum laude journalism graduate of Ball State University (Muncie IN), Slan has taught for Writers Online Workshops, Chesterfield (MO) Arts, and Lewis and Clark Community College in Edwardsville IL. While still in college, she wrote a monthly column for the Muncie (IN) Star and edited the campus magazine. She worked as Special Events Co-ordinator for the Decatur (IL) Herald & Review, and Retail Advertising Assistant Manager for the Bloomington (IL) Pantagraph. For many years, she hosted her own television talk show called TeleView. She has worked as a freelance writer for a variety of magazines and newspapers, as well as an on-air reporter for radio. Formerly, Slan taught public relations at Illinois State University and wrote speeches for the corporate executives of Diamond-Star Motors as well as the president of Illinois Farm Bureau. She is the recipient of a Silver Anvil, Public Relations Society of America’s “Emmy,” for her work on FarmAid. Currently, she is one of the Opinion Shaper columnists for the Suburban Journal newspapers.

Slan has partnered with ScrapBook inspirations Magazine, a UK publication, to run an annual contest called “The Best of British Scrapbooking,” which she started in 2002. Slan is also the co-founder of Forensic University of St. Louis.

Sharing Ideas Magazine named Slan one of the nation’s top 25 professional speakers. She has spoken to groups of all sizes in England, Australia, Canada, and in Mexico as well as throughout the continental United States.

Visit her at www.joannaslan.com Or read her blog at http://joannaslan.blogspot.com

 

